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Mauritian dances can be grouped into four major cultural streams:
« European - Ballroom, Classical
. African - Folk dances, African-influenced Sega
. Indian - Folk, Classical, Bollywood

« Chinese - Folk dances, Classical

Dance forms in
Mauritius
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1. Sega - A traditional dance, recognised as part of Mauritian identity,
using hip movements, rhythmic footwork, and instruments like ravanne,
maravanne, and triangle.

2. Kolattam - It is an Indian folk dance performed with decorated
sticks, symbolising joy and community spirit. A
3. Bhojpuri Folk Dance - A dance originating from Indian indentured
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labourer communities, its lively, expressive movements show
celebration and resilience.
4, Jhakri Dance - It is an energetic and rhythmic folk dance
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performed in marathi communities.

5. Bollywood Dance - It is a modern, colourful and expressive dance
inspired by Hindi films.

6. Ramabhajanam - A devotional ritual dance of Andhra Pradesh, it is
practised in Mauritius within cultural and temple settings.

7. Dragon Dance - A traditional Chinese dance using a long dragon
figure, it is performed during festivals and symbolises good luck and
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energy.
8. Lion Dance - It is another Chinese dance symbolising strength and

prosperity and commonly performed during New Year celebrations.

"‘Common dance forms of Malagasy and African origin:
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Kollattam from Ramabhajanam Bollywood Dance
Tamil Nadu from Andhra Pradesh

Bhojpuri dance from Bihar Jhakri from Maharashtra

Dragon Dance Lion Dance




Main Indian Classical Dances Practised in Mauritius
. Bharatanatyam
« Kathak

« Kuchipudi
These dance forms are taught in Mauritius and performed during
cultural events.

. Explain the theme of patriotism through cultural appreciation.

Common classical dance forms from India

Bharata Natyam Kathak Kuchipudi
(From Tamil Nadu) (From Uttar Pradesh (From Andhra Pradesh)
and Rajasthan)

% Activity 1.1

Choose the correct Dance Forms.

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=szkgIb3FLDc&list=RDszkgIb3FLD
c&start radio=1
Clip 1: O Sega [J Bhojpuri [ Reggae

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQ4QsOedBHc&list=RDNQ4QsO
edBHc&start radio=1
Clip 2: (J Indian Classical [J Sega [ Fusion

3. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5B4e79bmCs
Clip 3: O Bhojpuri [J Chinese [J Reggae
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